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hepatocellular carcinoma in patients with cirrhosis after transplantation of partial liver grafts. Since
the graft size was reported to be a significant risk factor for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)
recurrence after liver transplantation, we evaluated the impact of graft size on HCC recurrence after
liver transplantation. Ninety-six patients transplanted with partial liver grafts were enrolled and
divided into two groups. Patients of group A (group A, N = 34) had grafts with a 50% weight of the
total liver, and patients of group B (group B, N = 62) had grafts with a 100% weight of the total liver.
The recipient and donor characteristics and the immunosuppression regimens were well-matched in
both groups. Recurrent HCC was more common in group A (10/34) than in group B (4/62; p =
0.0392). Graft size (50% weight) was correlated with tumor recurrence in group B (p = 0.0305). The
cumulative probability of HCC recurrence was higher in group A than in group B (p = 0.0046) and
was correlated with the transplantation period (p = 0.0405). The detection of HCC recurrence was
significantly earlier in group B than in group A (p = 0.0239) and was associated with tumor size at
first recurrence (p = 0.0002). The transplantation of partial grafts is associated with a lower rate of
HCC recurrence than of whole grafts. In particular, HCC recurrence should be considered less likely
in patients with cirrhosis that undergo liver transplantation using a partial graft with a weight of 50%
or more of the total liver.wh en four6dlf23a050
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